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Then I said to him ' First, Zarathushtra am I, true hater of the False
man to the uttermost of my power, but to the Righteous would I be
a powerful support, that I may win the future things of the Infinite
Kingdom, according as I praise and sing thee, Mazdah.

As the Holy One I knew thee, Mazdah Ahura, when Good Thought
came unto me. To his question * For what wilt thou make decision ?f
(I made reply)l At every offering of reverence to thy Fire, I will bethink
me of Right so long as I have power.

Then show me Right, upon whom I call/

To this Mazdah replies :

* Linking it (the Right) with Piety, I have come hither. Ask of us
now what things we are here for thee to ask. For thine asking is as
that of a mighty one, since he that is able should make thee as a mighty
one possessed of thy desire.'

As the Holy One I knew thee, Mazdah Ahura, when Good Thought
came to me, when first by your words I was instructed. Shall it bring
me sorrow among men, my devotion, in doing that which ye tell me is
the best ?

And when thou saidst unto me,' To Right shalt thou go for teaching,'
then thou didst not command what I did not obey : * Speed thee, ere
my Obedience come, followed by treasure-laden Destiny, who shall
render to men severally the destinies of the twofold award.' (Ys.
437~120

This passage may be regarded as a record of later reflection
upon the Prophet's conversion. He has been a devout wor-
shipper, doing service to the deity of his clan before the Sacred
Fire, a symbol which he has received from the past with the
name of the * Wise Lord'. But there comes to him a spiritual
crisis in which he recognizes the presence of a voice of God
within his soul. He stands at the parting of the ways, and
must choose his path. The choice is between Asa and Druj,
Truth and Falsehood, Right and Wrong, and he must asso-
ciate himself with one of two parties, the asavano and the
drtgvanto. He makes his choice with emphasis, and prays
that the nature of' Right \ the Divine Order, may be revealed
to him, His determined prayer is rewarded by a conscious-
ness of illumination, and he realizes how mighty is * prayer
when it is prayer indeed '. He knows that the choice will not
ensure him earthly happiness; but he confirms his choice,
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